


LIGHTHOUSE BOOKS - CRIME MYSTERY DRAMA  

LOG LINE: After a violent murder stuns a quiet coastal town, a 
tight-knit group of middle-aged women, led by spiritual 
bookstore owner Dot Clatstop, begin seeking the truth behind 
the death of their beloved friend. Quickly labeled as a “drug-
related homicide”, the ladies at first set out to restore their 
friend’s good name, but soon uncover clues that point to a far 
more complicated and dangerous story. Feeling powerless and 
patronized by dismissive cops, they are forced to overcome their 
fears and take matters into their own hands. The truth becomes 
a beacon as they embark on an unexpected adventure to solve 
their friend's murder. 

TONE: This is not Wild Hogs starring Miss Marple. Lighthouse Books is a serialized mystery 
with elements of dark comedy meeting real raw emotion. It’s like the Coen Bros’ Fargo meets 
Olive Kitteridge or Happy Valley — unlikely protagonists out of their element mixed with a 
sometimes tense atmosphere, mixing the complex truths of fully realized characters and the 
grit of The Killing with humor. 

  



THE STORY 

Lighthouse Books is set in the town of Astoria, Oregon, the Graveyard of the Pacific - a town where a 
sudden storm can come crashing in, and things lay hidden in the fog. The story revolves around the 
intertwining relationships of a group of (mostly) middle-aged women, and the “spiritually-themed” 
bookshop that serves as the cornerstone of their small “safe” hometown.    

Lighthouse Books is owned by the gentle Dot Clatsop and her 
fiercely loyal friend Erin McEnry. Normally they are more interested 
in drinking wine, sharing a laugh and bickering the way lifelong 
friends do. But when the police interrupt their meditation circle to 
inform them of the violent murder of their other best friend, Sue 
French, the women’s world collapses. Dot finds herself devoid of 
her faith. It’s gone, and anger and fear have filled the void. 

The Feds are quick to patronize and dismiss the murder as some 
generic involvement in drugs, despite the lack of evidence and in 

utter contrast to the person Sue’s friends knew her to be. As gossip flies the ladies are driven to act. They 
won’t suffer Sue’s reputation being destroyed on top of everything else. Still reeling with grief, the ladies 
decide to follow their gut and DO something— anything to end this feeling of powerlessness. 

Clues from Sue’s travels and an encounter with a mysterious eccentric push the women onward as the 
situation becomes more sinister. It seems the murderers have unfinished business with the group. 
Understanding the risks, they continue despite the fear because it’s what Sue would have done for them, 
and to stay still seems just as dangerous. Each will face a personal test. Each will be pushed beyond their 
believed capabilities. Together they will find a renewed faith in friendship and in their own strength,  and 
perhaps some sense of order in this chaotic Universe.  



THE CHARACTERS 

DOT (60’s) - A gentle looking older lady with a Joni Mitchell air. Her 
family goes back generations in Astoria. Dot has lived her life 
abiding by the spiritual laws of the Universe. She is a kind woman, 
deeply intuitive but now struggling to see the good in the world.  

ERIN (60’s) -  Formidable and funny and probably followed The Dead a 
few times. A fiercely loyal “mama bear” for those she loves. She is not 
one to suffer fools gladly, but she is also very maternal and uses food 
and wine to show affection. 

LOTTIE (30’s) -  A force to be reckoned with. She’s hard to get close to, 
but the tough exterior is actually protection for a young woman afraid 
of further heartache. Smart, funny, with a famous temper. 

BIRDIE (open) - A free spirit who, despite the flowing skirt and dreads, is 
quick-witted and sarcastic. Birdie is keenly observant and secretly two steps 
ahead.  

CAITLIN (40’s) - A former wild-child cleverly disguised as a mom with a 
“fun bob”, and donning smart-fabric. She is trying her best but is 
wound a little tight these days. 



SUE (60’s) - An obsessive quilter and badass with a passion for social 
justice. A recovering alcoholic and big hearted straight-talker who 
loved her niece, her friends and her town. She never got over losing 
her husband, Charlie, to cancer. 

DET. MCEVOY, ASTORIA PD (60’s) - A hard-working, old school 
good cop. A stoic product of Astoria’s blue collar growing 
increasingly dismayed by his experiences on the job. Not a fan 
of the Feds. 

DET. TUCKWELL, ASTORIA PD (late 30’s +) - Partner to McEvoy, 
his drive and ambition can cause him to seem uncaring, or 
lacking in tact. The small town is stifling him but his desire to 
protect those he loves prevents him from leaving. 



The Writer - Annie Humphrey    

Annie Humphrey grew up on the coast of Suffolk, England. After moving 
to Atlanta as a teen, she found a love of acting and later writing that 
would take her to LA and then New York for well over a decade.  She 
recently moved back to Atlanta where she is working on her half-
Southern, half-British accent. 

Writer’s Statement 
I wrote Lighthouse after realizing how much fear my mother, and women 
like her, walk around with. She lives in constant state of worry about a 
world gone mad. As I grow older I find fear seeping into me— anxiety 
mixed with a sense of no real control. Do I tuck myself away on some 
remote coast and hide, or do I acknowledge and face my fears, examine 
them and shine a light on them creatively?  

Lighthouse Books is an opportunity to contradict the bombarding 
messages from Primetime and the News that women, especially older women, are helpless victims. This is 
my attempt to empower people like my mum, and to also speak to a large and diverse group by 
acknowledging real fear and real emotions, and then reminding us all that we are stronger and more 
resilient than we ever give ourselves credit for.   

Lighthouse Books is a vehicle to showcase real strength using natural abilities and honest resources, and to 
celebrate the unique bond that women share. 

Love is what we were born with.  
Fear is what we learned here.  

The spiritual journey is the relinquishment - or unlearning - of fear  
and the acceptance of love back into our hearts. 

 - Marianne Williamson


