
 �



 �

The Road to Death Row - Unscripted Docu-Series: 
LOG LINE: At this time in America, over 3000 inmates sit on Death Row in the 31 states that still carry the death 
penalty. Ken Driggs, a criminal defense lawyer and staunch opponent of capital punishment, has been personally 
involved in a number of Death Row cases throughout his 30 year career. And these men and women - some of whom 
he maintains relationships with, some of whom he has personally watched receive their final sentence - were indeed 
all guilty of horrific crimes. But Driggs also offers a perspective far beyond the crime statistics - an in-depth, 
personalized account of the disturbing histories and childhood traumas of each of his clients. This series will not seek 
to absolve the convicted, but rather to illuminate the dark paths that become The Road to Death Row.

TONE: In the style of a raw and unapologetic documentary (similar to Making a 
Murderer), The Road to Death Row will present a new case each episode, 
focusing on an individual who has in some way been confronted with the death 
penalty. Each of Ken Driggs' cases is unique, but they all have haunting 
similarities - a horrific crime committed in a state whose justice system offers 
the threat of death, and a tragic personal history of influential factors such as 
mental illness, substance abuse, neurological damage, family violence and 
dysfunction, domination by others, and just plain old bad luck. The episodes 
will consist of a combination of existing news and courtroom footage, 
interviews with the defendant, as well as the survivors of victims, expert 
testimony, and re-enactments - all as seen through the eyes of the criminal 
defense lawyer who came to know these convicts better than most anyone 
else, and in doing so has become an advocate for human life - regardless of 
the crime. 

Of the 28  people executed in 
2015, 75% were mentally 
i m p a i r e d o r d i s a b l e d . 
e x p e r i e n c e d e x t r e m e 
childhood trauma and abuse, 
or were of questionable guilt. 
Statistics courtesy of Harvard Law School 



Pimp’s name:   
“Michael”

CRIME: Triple homicide, grand theft 
auto, prostitution 
SENTENCE: 3x Life without parole	  

DATE: August 2002 
STATUS: Model inmate, currently serving life in Arrendale State 
Prison 

CASE NOTES: On 8/15/2002, when Blakely was two months shy 
of her 19th birthday, she shot to death two adult males in in one of 
their apartments. She was a prostitute delivering drugs for her 
pimp, Michael Berry, and acting on Berry’s orders. Berry required 
her to set her cell phone down so he could listen to the murders. 
She was accompanied by another prostitute. A few hours later 
Blakely shot to death a third man in his apartment and was again 
accompanied by the other prostitute. They then stole the victim’s 
rental car. Again on instructions by Berry, Blakely and other 
prostitutes began robbing fast food businesses. On 9/25/2002, 
they were caught preparing to rob a Mrs. Winter’s Fried Chicken 
place, still driving the rental car. 

Prosecutors initially sought the death penalty until her true age and 
circumstances were established. After pleading guilty Blakely told 
prosecutors the whole story: Her pimp, Michael Berry, at first courted 
the girls, then became violent and sadistic. He branded his prostitutes 
by tattooing his name on their necks and making them wear chain 
necklaces.… but Berry was never prosecuted. 

CLIENT HISTORY: Blakely had been born into extreme poverty 
in Jacksonville, Florida. She grew up in a dysfunctional family 
surrounded by substance abuse. She was sexually molested as a 
child. She dropped out of school in the 9th grade and came to 
Atlanta where at 15 she danced in strip clubs on fake IDs. She was 
captured by Berry, a second generation pimp who trafficked 
runaway, throwaway girls. 

#1154104
Falicia Blakely



TDCJ #933
CRIME: Murder, rape, robbery 
SENTENCE: Death Penalty	 

DATE: July 3, 1988  
CASE NOTES: Moody murdered 77-year-old widow Maureen 
Louise Maulden during a burglary. Moody was a drifter who 
had done yard work for her. She had been raped, beaten with 
a fireplace brush, and strangled with a telephone cord.  

CLIENT HISTORY: Moody was born in West Virginia, the 
second son of a lower class, impoverished family. His 
childhood was filled with repeated emotional and physical 
abuse. He began using drugs at age 11, including paint and 
glue huffing. Several members of his family were alcoholics. 
Moody was sexually molested by an uncle before age 
thirteen. At times he was handcuffed to a basement bed at 
night. Moody had nearly two dozen criminal convictions and 
multiple prison sentences in life. He had multiple psychiatric 
hospitalizations and was diagnosed as schizophrenic with a 
cyclical psychotic thought disorder and organic brain 
disorder. 

He said his extensive criminal history was the product of a 
genetic disorder that was aggravated by the drugs and 
alcohol he consumed to cope with the physical and mental 
illnesses it caused. 

STATUS: Moody was a very difficult client for his lawyers.  
Executed by lethal injection on 1/5/99 in Huntsville, Texas

John Glenn Moody

'Forgiveness is the fragrance the violet sheds  
on the very heel that has crushed it.'  
- John Glenn Moody 



#544 SE2d 120
CRIME: Double homicide 
SENTENCE: Death Penalty		 	  

DATE: June 1996 
CASE NOTES: The afternoon of 7/20/1996, Daniel Colwell drove 
to a busy Wal-Mart parking lot outside Americus, GA. He walked 
up to Judith and Mitchell Bell, whom he did not know, as they 
were talking to a young mother and her child. He pulled out a 
recently acquired handgun and shot the Bells to death, then 
calmly walked through the panic back to his car, drove to the local 
police department, and waited quietly in the lobby to turn himself 
in. 

When detectives interviewed him he confessed to the 
murders and insisted “I’m not sick, I’m not insane I just 
wanted to commit suicide I wanted to die and I think a way of 
dying is going to the electric chair that will end my life.” 

CLIENT HISTORY: Colwell was one of 14 children from a very 
religious, hard-working family. He had been a high school and 
college football star and pro football prospect. Yet as a young adult 
mental illness with religious delusions began to appear. At one 
point he took over an Albany TV station with a toy gun and 
butcher knife, demanding that the station broadcast his religious 
message. At another point he planned to murder Milard Fuller, 
founder of Habitat for Humanity, in order to get a death sentence. 
From the moment of his arrest he demanded to be executed, 
resisting his lawyers efforts to save his life.  

STATUS: On 1/12/2003, Colwell hung himself with a bed sheet on 
death row.

Daniel Colwell



#081748
CRIME: At age 16, Rinehart drown an  
8-year-old girl in a canal. 
 SENTENCE: Life in prison	 	 	  

DATE: June 1978 
CASE NOTES: Within hours of the crime, Rinehart was arrested. 
Mental health professionals quickly diagnosed him as having an 
emotional and intellectual age near that of his victim. Rinehart 
was placed in a secure Mentally Disordered Sex Offender Unit at 
the Florida State Hospital in Chattahoochee. 

In 1981 when he was 19 he was taken from a locked ward 
by a female escort to an fill an ice chest. They were not 
missed until Rinehart showed up at the locked unit door 
wanting to be get back in. A search found the body of the 
escort strangled and hidden behind a piano in the music room. 
It appeared to have been a botched escape attempt. 
Rinehart was suicidal and deeply disturbed at the time. The 
Gadsden County Jail declined to house him. He was jailed in a 
notorious outdoor holding pen called “The Flattop.” 

CLIENT HISTORY: Rinehart was born into a dysfunctional 
Pennsylvania family, was placed in foster care as a child, and later 
in a Norristown psychiatric hospital. He escaped from that facility, 
finding his way to an aunt in Florida.  

STATUS: Model inmate, currently serving life in Union 
Correctional Institution. For the last few years he has been 
assigned to a program rehabilitating abandoned and abused dogs. 
He is extremely happy with the assignment.

…Among other things he gave me a 
number of very disturbing drawings 

reflecting his depression and 
feeling of worthlessness…

Harry William “Buddy” Rinehart



TDCJ #767
CRIME: Rape, Murder 
 SENTENCE: Death Penalty 

DATE: January 17, 1983 
CASE NOTES: An 80 yr old Texas widow returned home 
unexpectedly to find her home had been ransacked during a day 
time burglary. Trevino then raped and strangled her. He stole her 
1973 Chevrolet Impala, a TV, radio, and stereo and was arrested 
within hours with these items at the home where he lived just 
eight blocks away. Trevino was 20 yrs old. 

While serving a 5 yr sentence for theft and burglary, 
Trevino encountered a very religious wheelchair bound  
woman who volunteered to house him on his parole in 
September 1982. He limped through a series of minimum 
wage jobs and kept to himself in his room in her home, until 
the murder. 

CLIENT HISTORY: Trevino grew up in a large, desperately poor 
migrant farmworker family. There was physical and sexual abuse 
throughout his childhood. His father was a violent alcoholic who 
beat his wife and all of his nine children. Trevino was the youngest 
of seven boys. His mother fled the marriage after Trevino had 
been beaten in the head as a toddler. They ended up in a poor, 
gang infested area of Houston. By age nine Trevino learned to huff 
paint and glue with his brothers. One older brother was killed in a 
gang shootout and two other brothers are in prison for murder.. 
Multiple school evaluations found him learning disabled and brain 
damaged with an IQ of 74. By age seven he was stealing cars. 

STATUS: Executed by Texas at age 37 (16 yrs on Death Row)

Jesus Maria “Mario” Trevino

…Trevino declined to write a final statement…



	 	 	 	 	 	 ADDITIONAL CASES… 

• Cathy Lynn Henderson (W/F/37) (Died of natural causes in prison at age 58) Henderson was sentenced to death for 
the murder of a 3-month-old baby by dropping him on a stone floor while babysitting. She buried the body and ran to 
Missouri. This should never have been a death case. Sentence was reversed to 25 years with 22 served in 2012. 

• Gary Griffin (B/M) (Serving life) A mentally retarded tag-a-long recruited to rob a small town banker. Observed the 
murder by stabbing of the banker. In 2014 Walker’s death sentence was reversed because he was not competent to 
stand trial. 

• Kelly Gissendaner (W/F/31) (Executed in 2015 at age 47) Convinced her boyfriend to murder her husband, 
provided him with a knife and nightstick, and drove him to the scene. She was not present for the murder but helped 
hide the body. 

• Robert Dale Henderson (W/M/37) (Executed in Florida) Henderson claimed he killed 12 people in five states over 
19 days, five in Florida, in 1982. An aimless drifter, he was on parole from Wyoming for rape and living with the family 
of a prison groupie from Ohio whom he married. He called police to turn himself in after the murder of three 
hitchhikers in South Florida.  

• Timothy Hudson (B/M/22) (Serving life) A drug and alcohol addicted fetal alcohol syndrome baby who grew up in a 
very unstable family. He stabbed his girlfriend’s roommate, Molly Ewings and dumped her body in a tomato field. His 
first jury recommended death 9-3, that sentence was overturned on appeal. 

• Ray Koon (W/M/47) (died of natural causes on death row) An alcoholic dealing in counterfeit money, murdered a 
government witness against him, with a shotgun in the Everglades. He instructed his defense not to present any 
mitigation in spite of organic brain damage from his chronic alcoholism. The jury recommended death 12-0. He was a 
Korean War veteran with likely PTSD. 

• Tommy Provenzano (W/M/34) (Executed) A paranoid schizophrenic who shot up an Orlando courthouse, killing a 
deputy, and paralyzing two others. At the time of his execution he believed he was Jesus Christ. 

• David Wayne Spence (W/M) (Executed) Convicted of the stabbing of three teenagers in the 1982 Lake Waco 
Murders. The man who allegedly hired him to kill the three was found not guilty. The only physical evidence against 
him was now repudiated bite mark evidence on the girls’ breasts. Evidence now strongly points to his innocence. 

• Jason D. Walton (W/M) (currently on death row) The 1984 High Point Murders of three biker drug dealers in 
Clearwater. Walton was the oldest of four but did not kill anybody. The shooters all got life, he still has death. Walton’s 
jury recommended death 9-3 under a statute the Supreme Court held unconstitutional in January 2016. 



The Road to Death Row originates from the files of… 

Ken Driggs, a career criminal defense lawyer with a specialty 
in defending capital punishment cases and representing the 
mentally ill, who has defended death penalty clients in Florida, 
Texas, and Georgia. He additionally serves as an historian on 
both legal matters and fundamentalist religion. Driggs has 
published many scholarly works on death penalty law, and his 
book Evil Among Us: The Texas Mormon Missionary Murders 
combines both his areas of expertise.

My first public defender assignment was representing mental health patients at the Florida 
State Hospital at Chattahoochee. Death penalty cases, unsurprisingly, soon became a large 
part of my work.  I made a personal one-on-one relationship with my clients a priority, some 
of them dating back twenty-five years. I learned a great deal about them. I did not see them 
as the predatory monsters they are portrayed as in the public imagination. How did they get 
from a cute little baby to the perpetrator of often horrendous crimes? What forces are at work? 
Bad families and abuse, bad genes, substance abuse, just plain bad luck, weak easily led 
and bullied personalities, mental health issues? And how did their lives contrast with the 
wonderful life I enjoyed? Learning about my clients’ lives often made me feel guilty about 
mine. Most, but not all of my clients traveled similar paths with similar burdens. Many 
could have been diverted from these disasters, saving us all a lot of heartache. Why don’t we 
as a society do that?  

Writer’s Statement:


